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                                         2016 COMING TO AN END 

There is a small creek that separates Oregon and Washington. It’s known as the 

Columbia River, which makes up the beauty of the Columbia River Gorge.  The 

Columbia River Gorge is the largest national scenic area in the United States.  It is no 

wonder we keep coming backto this area.  There is a glass viewing area that allows 

you to watch salmon climb the ladder to rise above the Bonneville Dam.  You are only 

feet away from these amazing fish.  This is on the Washington side of the Columbia 

River; while on the Oregon side, you can view the fish hatchery, and let’s not forget 

about the 10 foot long and 425 pounds of Sturgeon.   Years ago, vandals came in and 

slashed these prehistoric wonders; the experts thought this was done with the help of 

razor sharp box cutters.  The scars are still visible. 

Doug and Lori High, Tom and Karen Goldsby and Vic and Donna Crane worked as a 

well-oiled machine on hosting such a great rally.  There were quite a few that arrived 

early for such a great opportunity to enjoy a delightful area to explore.  We were 

greeted by the welcoming committee of three happy, smiling faces.  Lori, Karen and 

Donna made everyone feel like they made a wise choice in attending this rally.  While 

they were greeting rally goers, their other halves, Vic, Tom and Doug were busy 

parking their homes on wheels.  Great opening day, thanks to the Highs, Goldsby and 

Crane families. 

Thursday night we gathered at the hall to enjoy people’s favorite specialties and 

creations, combined to make a memorable potluck. 



Lisa Cloutier represents Zoll AED Plus defibulator as well as other medical devices.  I 

invited her to come to our rally to demonstrate how to use an AED.  Everyone was 

invited to sit in on the demo.  She represented her product line that was priced very 

competitively, very knowledgeably.  We purchased an AED machine that will be 

brought to our functions.  Want to know more?  Call Gary at (503) 816-5782. 

On Friday, a lady from the Chamber of Commerce gave a talk about the area and some 

history of this beautiful area. 

We woke up by the birds singing and the sun shining, and maybe a slight breeze.  

Coffee and pastries were made available to tide you over till breakfast was served. 

Lori High hosted a “Women’s Roundtable Discussion”.  Much wisdom was shared by 

the better halves.  One of our new members, Doreen Walker, shared her hand-made 

“Cool Scarves” with all in attendance.  The ladies won’t soon forget Doreen’s crafty gift. 

As if we didn’t have enough to eat, at 1:30 it was time for Root Beer floats.  About the 

time we sucked up our floats, it was time for Tom Goldsby to put on our “Scrumptious 

Steelhead” for dinner.  You could tell this was not the first fish meal he’s prepared.  

Great taste Tom. 

While we watched Tom do his magic with the fish, we were entertained by the Fred 

Coates Band., and a couple of the tunes they played were accompanied by our very 

own vocalist, the ever-popular Doug High.  Not bad, but he decided not to quit his day 

job! 

Saturday started early with coffee and pastries, and let’s not forget our fresh fruit, and 

soon came breakfast.  Root Beer floats were on the docket at 1:30.  Today was a free 

day, so many paired up and went their separate ways.  It was a perfect day for a drive 

to explore the famous Multnomah Falls.  At a 620 foot drop, it is one of the tallest in 

the nation.  What a magnificent sight. 

The “Fly In” that is held at the airport in Hood River, Oregon is always a favorite 

destination.  It is not just for airplane enthusiasts; they have 3 huge buildings full of 

old cars, planes and things you could not imagine.  Great viewing.  You can spend all 

day roaming through and examining things of interest. 

Get back early enough, you don’t want to miss Happy Hour and chicken dinner.  Social 

time was enjoyed each evening after dinner.  This is always a good time to roam 

around and get to know people a little bit better.  Last one out, please turn off the 

lights. 

Well, here we are on Sunday morning and it’s time to have a cup of coffee, a pastry and 

some fresh fruit as we say our final Good-Byes to a stupendous rally in Stephenson, 

Washington. 



Check out our list of rallies enclosed.  Can you and will you attend and/or help out?  

Call your area Vice President Al Roeske (541) 954-0676 or John Shierman (360) 253-

1526, 

Our Columbia Gorge Rally was a great success.  One way to gage this is by signing up 

new members, and we didn’t fall short.  I counted eight families.  Not in any particular 

order: 

1.  Doreen and Dave Walker, Roseville, California 

2.  Russ (RJ) Long and Pat Cox, Cheney, Washington 

3.  Paul and Thelma Tappero, Fruitland, Washington 

4.  Nelson and Carol Majors, Lemoore, California 

5.  Gary Hatt, Anaheim, California 

6.  Chuck and Sandra Constable, Nanaimo, British Columbia 

7.  Robby and Ann Robinson, Yakima, Washington 

8.  Chris and Chris Perks with son Will & daughter Greyson 

A warm welcome goes out to our newbies from all of the N.W. Bus Nuts family. 

Our next club function will be held in India, California on January 11th to the 15th, 2017 

at the Riverside County Fairgrounds.  See enclosed forms.  Sign up with FMCA and 

contact Dick Wright (541) 953-4655 for parking instructions.  Hope to see you there.  

Fun times will be had by all. 

In the last few months, many of our Bus Nuts members have deceased.  On behalf of 

the NWBN, we offer our condolences to the ones left behind.  Our sympathy to the 

families and friends of Carl Stein, Marian Janke, Marion & Lucille Hoff,  Jackie deBord, 

Ed Curtice and Jerry Galliart.  I apologize for anyone that I may not have paid 

recognition to.  Please let me know if you have knowledge of anyone I missed, and I 

will be able to enter it in our next newsletter. 

Until next time, 

Your Pres, Gary 

                                                



 

 
Northwestern Bus Nut Members – are you paid up on your dues?  October 1st 
started a new fiscal year for the NWBN.  Dues are $20.00 per year.  Please send 
your dues payment payable to:  

Northwestern Bus Nuts 
c/o Jeanne Wright, 
P.O. Box 41555 
Eugene, OR  97404                                        

                                       
 
      If any member that receives a newsletter by 
     US Postal mail has acquired an email address 
     and can now receive these letters by email, 
     please let me know via email at:         cmhansen555@yahoo.com 

 
 

If anyone is in the southwest for January, A lot of us Bus enthusiasts gather at the FMCA Western 

Area Rally in Indio, CA. January 11 – 15, 2017.  We have a row where we can park together, cook 

and visit. The Indio show is a great winter get together with usually great weather.  We usually try 

to arrive before Wednesday 10 am, as I can hold spaces till that time.  If you would like to come to 

Indio, Please give me a call as I try to let parking know about how many we are expecting on Dec. 

15.  If you are traveling with friends, bring them along! All are welcome. If you arrive earlier, I 

have an 8 AM Monday, January 9th entry time for parking. We will meet at the fairgrounds 

parking area. Please register with FMCA for the Western Area Rally, General Parking with 

Electric. Check YES for caravan parking and indicate “BusNuts” for group.  We do not have 

a rally fee.  We cook our dinners and divide up the costs among who eats. We really have some 

great meals and memories in the sun!! 

 

This March 2017, FMCA will have FMCA’s 95th International Convention in Chandler, AZ. 

March 7 – 10, 2017.  We will be having a Converted Coach Pre-Rally in Casa Grande, AZ prior to 

the rally. All The BusNuts are invited to attend. An enclosed pre-rally registration is attached.  We 

have hook-ups with water and power. Dump stations are on the grounds.  This is a new area and 

should be a great time in the sun for all who attend.  

 

Save the dates: July 27 – 30, 2017 Newport Oregon Rally.  We will be in the Marina RV Park 

with full hook-ups for the 1st 30 coaches.  I will have a sign up in the next newsletter in January. 

This is high season on the Oregon coast, if you want to come early or stay longer, you will need to 

make your reservations early, likely in February. Over 30 coaches maybe accommodated in a dry 

camp area outside of the park. First 30 Registered Gets the 30 Full Hook Up sites!!  

 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

                                                         

 

2017 Rallies 

January- Indio, California FMCA  January 11-15, 2017 

March-  Chandler, Arizona FMCA  March 7-10-2017 

June-  Longview, Washington FMCA June 22-25, 2017 

July- to be announced 

August- Newport, Oregon   to be announced 

September-  Mt. Angel, Oregon  September 15-18, 2017 

October- Prosser, Washington  October 12-15, 2017 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS & AREA RALLIES 
 

January 11-15, 2017 Western Area Rally, Riverside County Fair & National Date 
Festival, Indio, California.  Contact Dick Gibbs at dgibbs@fmca.com 



 
National Director – Bob Dickey 
Alt. Nat. Director – Mel Wick 
Newsletter Editor – Chris Hansen 
Historial – Bob Cotherman 
Sunshine Lady – MaryLou Dickey 
Sheriff – Barb Chatterton 
Membership Book – Pat Alonzo 
Nominating Committee – Dick Wright, 
     MaryLou Dickey & Pattie Harper 
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Northwestern Bus Nuts 
c/o Chris Hansen 
2107 Westshore Drive NE 
Moses Lake, WA  98837                                            


