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Merry Christmas 2019 

Happy New Year 2020 

 
Here’s Wishing everyone a healthy holiday season!  This time of year my mind reflects back in 
time of the many memories that Barb and I have made with the many close friends through 
our great organization.  Yes, that would be the NWBNs. 
 
 We were invited to attend our first NWBN rally by my brother-in-law, Jack Cook.  It was 
being hosted by Mike and Carol Muffett at their air strip in Zillah, Washington.  This became 
our first, in a large list of memories involving our club and members of our club.  Those of us in 
attendance were treated to Ultra-lite and airplane rides.  Les Lessard was not too agile, but 
really was excited to climb aboard Mike’s Ultra-lite.  I should say hoisted aboard by some of 
our guys.  Smiles from ear to ear!!  Mick Hansen arrived to help man the cooking with what  
would end up being his wife, Chris.  It didn’t take him long to find out how special she is.  I 
guess you could say Chris, Barb and I made our debut at the same time; September 2003.    
 
 This rally was where we were introduced to Jonie and Leroy Bracelin.  I can’t forget the 
memory I have of Leroy.  He was dressed as though he just stepped out of his high school 
dance from the 50’s.  I am sure he must have been on the top 10 “stud muffin” list of 
Marshfield High.  Yes, from his Princeton hair style, shrink to fit 501 Levis, “woman beater” 
sleeveless white T-shirt.  He had traded his Brogue shoes in for a pair of tennis shoes.  Since 
2003, we have become close friends. 
 
 It was at this really that Mike, Carol, Barb and I struck up a close relationship that has 
grown closer as the years have passed.  I learned on the first day, when I offered to make a 
deli sandwich that he hates mustard, so to this day, when I prepare a snack I always tell Mike I 
put mustard on his sandwich (just the way he likes it – ha ha!)  Oh the memories. 
 
 Sometimes, the smaller memories are the ones that stand out the most.  I bet if you 
reflect back on some of the rallies, you too, will be reminded of many of the great memories 
you can relive.  Point being, come to more rallies and build some memories together, and 
share some old ones. 
 
 Our last memory builder was held in Junction City, hosted by Al and Eleanor Roeske and 
Don and Betty Dennis.  Thanks for time and dedication.  Their choice of location, Guaranty RV, 
was a great RV park and a beautiful building to have for dinners and happy hours.  Scott and 



Danette, owners, of “Amazing Creations”, a local quality cabinet shop, sponsored a Margarita 
Happy Hour to open our Thursday evening festivities.  No potluck, giving our ladies a night off.  
We enjoyed a catered teriyaki chicken dinner.  After breakfast Friday morning, we had a date 
at Marathon Coach for an in depth tour of their complete facility.  The new coaches have a 
sticker price (is everyone sitting?) 2+ million dollars.  Sorry, those numbers are not in my 
vocabulary.  They sure are a thing of beauty. 
 
 Baked ham dinner was on the menu for Friday night.  The smell of breakfast brought 
members out of their RVs to enjoy a fresh brewed cup of coffee to compliment breakfast.  At 
10:00, a long time employee at Guaranty RV hosted a seminar, service and maintenance, it 
touched on new technology on batteries.  Our own Jerry Work took all of us to “school”.  He 
knows more about batteries than all in attendance.  Thanks, Jerry for sharing your knowledge, 
we all found it most informative.  If you plan to upgrade your battery bank, you are in for a 
shock when you pay the cost.   Happy Hour followed up with a Bar-B-Q rib dinner, rounded 
out our final evening.  More memories were made. 
 
 A list of memory makers and rally schedule is below.  We have some great locations and 
dates, but we need Hosts and Helpers.  Please pitch in and offer your time.  Thanks in advance. 
 

May 14- 16   Port of Newport Oregon RV Park & Marina 
June 25 – 28   Roseburg, Oregon Fairgrounds 
July 23 – 26   Midway RV Park, Centralia, Washington 
August 20 – 24  Crook Co. F.G. Prineville, Or. Bob Dickey Memorial 
September 16 – 19 Mt. Angel, Oregon Octoberfest 
October 8 – 10   Wine Country RV Park, Prosser, Washington – the Crush 
 
January 8 – 12, 2020 is the date of the 32nd Annual Western Area Rally held in Indio, 

California at the Riverside County Fairgrounds.  I was looking forward to meeting up with old 
friends, but it looks like medical procedures will cancel our ability to attend, making this the 
second year in a row.  Hope to be able to see a good turnout of NWBNs in Tucson to celebrate 
F.M.C.A. 101st International Convention and RV Expo at the Pima County Fairgrounds on March 
26 – 29, 2020  There should be a good number of RVs to enjoy “Sunsets and Saguaros”. 

 
Call Sharen Schierman (360) 921-9191 if you are planning to attend.  She will try to make 

arrangements for a location for parking,  and set up a convoy to travel into the rally so we will 
be able to park together at the rally.  Thanks Sharen and John.  Contact Sharen by March 15, 
2020 before – not after!  Thanks for your cooperation. 

 
 Hope to see everyone in Indio or Tucson.  A big thanks to Chris Hansen, our 

newsletter editor. 

Until next time, your president, Gary 



 



       

             
 

 

 

         

 Bus Nuts – 
 
Have you paid this year’s dues yet?  Please check, and if not: 
 
     Send to:  Eleanor Roeske, 2641 Crowther Drive, Eugene, OR 97404 
 

                                  
                                                        
         
                                           
Access our web site at www.nwbusnuts.com  to see what is happening and watch for current updates. 

                   
                       
 

President – Gary Chatterton 503-816-5782 

VP North – John Shierman 360-253-1526 sharens46@gmail.com 

VP South – Al Roeske 541-607-2992 candle100@comcast.net 

Treasurer – Eleanor Roeske 541-607-2992 – eroeske@comcast.net  

National Director   -   Mel Wicks 253-530-6815 - mwick10299@aol.com 

Secretary – Sharen Shierman 360-921-9191 sharens46@gmail.com 

Executive Board – Dick Wright, Mike Alonzo, Don Dennis, MaryLou Dickey 

Newsletter Editor  –  Chris Hansen 509-760-7269 cmhansen555@yahoo.com 

Nominating Committee – Dick Wright, Patty Harper, MaryLou Dickey 

Membership Book – Pat Alonzo 360-635-8724 palonzo_us@yahoo.com 

Historian   –     Bob Cotherman 

Sunshine Lady   –     Nancy Arionus 

Sheriff – Barb Chatterton                                              
   


